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Historical
house to be

demolished

By SUSAN ALACH
Staff Writer

»Delﬁm " objections by twe
counci
of the Historical Preservation
Commission, the Venice City
* Councll egreed to grant the First
National Bank of Venice a per-
mit to demolish & historical
structure on the laland of Venice.
The bank plans to bulld a
parking lot for employees in Ita
place. .

The 2500 . ft.  bull
located at Zulﬁauau St l;urg
years old and zoned O.P.I. (Open
use, Professional, Institutional).
Consisting of five small apart-
ments, the complex was ac-
quired by the bank in April 1089,

. At that time, according {o First
Natlonal Bank Comptroller
Carson Cox, four out of the five

units were rented. Currently,
onl{;m of the unita Is occupied

at 8 per month. .

‘'We never had a month where
we had e positive cash flow on
this Jmco of property,” Cox
, denying recent media

reports that the bank makes a

$1,000 monthly profit from the
property. “Theres was only one
Plesse see HOUSE, 9A
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Thie historlcal house, I dat251 N will be damol
to make way for a parking lot for First Nations! Bank of Venics.
The clty councll gave its OK Tuesday. 5
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month where we had full oc-
cupancy, and we estimate we
have spent nearly $3500 a year on
repairs and malntenance.'

Cox added that the bullding
has sutfered from dry rot and is
not structurally sound. The prop-
erty that the bullding rests on
was recently estimated to be
worth $80,000, sald Cox. The
building itself — $4,000,

Bank president Meryl Graser
told council members the bank
has considered other options, but
decided that due to growth, the
additional parking is needed.
The bank also plans to in-
corporate a park with benches to
landacape the parking area,

“'It {s a definite need today and
future (need) s no question," he
added.

However, the Hlstorical Com-

misslon and the Architectural
Review Board, which recently
denied the bank the permit for
demolition, stood thelr ground
against the grant,

*In a report of the Historical
Commisaion of January 1690, the
conclusion was that in fact this
structure has redeeming mmg-

olty — then do away with the
ordinance (historical sreur-
vation),” Knuckles added,

“I myself am in favor of hia-
torical preservation, and have
restared many older homeas. Cur-
rently I live in a home which I
consider to have great historical
significance. But I have toured

cal value, and they r
ed that the building not be de-
molished,” Chuck Place, direc:
tor of J;lannlng for the city told
council members.

He added that the ‘Architec-
tural Review Board agreed with
the Historlcai Commission’s
findings.

Jetf Knuckles, chair of the
architectural review board told
councll members that the board
“had no more weight than any
other person coming before the
board to question the valldity'’ of
the decisjon.

*“It this council has no desire
for historical preservation in our

' The seven-decade-

survived its sol ewhatﬂ perilous jo
home last week, and now sits at its ‘new
base next door to the Venice Community Center

this building, and found no sign
of historical significance on the
inaide,” council woman Kathy

Schmidt told council members,

“I just can't see a good econ-
omic reason to restore this build-
ing. I wouldn't buy the prop-
erty," S8hmidt added.

Tha councll granted the appeal
to First National with the stipu.
lation that the bullding not be
demolished untll December of
this year, or two months after
the temporary historical preser-
vation ordinance has expired,

A permanent ordinance should
be in place by that time, accord.
ing to Place.
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property. A fund raising drive will be kicked of
soon to rai ecessary $170,000 to com
plete the project with restoration of the str
se as the city’s historic archives.

raise. the necessal

by Jeffrey Aaron




