
 
 

MEMORANDUM TO VENICE CITY COUNCIL 
 
THROUGH CHARTER OFFICER: James Clinch, City Manager E-SIGN: 
FROM: Special Events & Mobility Coordinator, Darlene Culpepper 
DEPARTMENT: Engineering 
DATE: 3/10/2026   MEETING DATE: 4/14/2026 
 
SUBJECT / TOPIC: New Special Event: Barstool Open 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The New Events Review Team (NERT) recommends the Barstool 
Open event for City Council approval. Attached please find: 

• Memo 
• NERT Scoring and Event Proposal 

 
This event was reviewed by NERT in March 2026, it will take place in Downtown Venice, 
Centennial Gazebo lawn and supporting businesses/restaurants on August 22, 2026.  
 
Hosted by the Venice-Nokomis Rotary, Barstool Open was created to bring economic impact to 
Downtown Venice during the off-season. Planned for Saturday, Aug. 22, 2026, the event is fun 
for those 21 and over. “Golfers” will visit nine of the downtown businesses in a fun outdoor, 
putt-putt style pub crawl. Each of the participating businesses will build and create a putt-putt 
hole, within their permitted café spaces, and the attendees will putt their way through the 9-
hole course. Venice-Nokomis Rotary will have ample staff on-site to ensure no open containers 
are taken beyond each business, and that sidewalks remain open and accessible. 
 
Bar Stool open has a long history of occurring with different non-profit groups leading the 
charge. Historically this event has not been permitted but as it has grown in popularity, NERT 
has agreed that the permitting Bar Stool Open will enable the City to coordinate with the event 
holder and ensure City ordinances, and Special Event standards, rules, and stipulations are 
met.    
 
City support will be limited to coordination with Venice Police Department officers. No other City 
Services are requested. This event does not require access to metered utility.  
 
SUPPORTS STRATEGIC PLAN: Goal Six: Preserve the Venice Quality of Life through Proper 
Planning 
 
COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED: For Council Adoption by Consent Motion 
 
              
 

Roger Omenhiser (Mar 12, 2026 16:01:43 EDT)
Roger Omenhiser



Yes     N/A 
☐   ☐ Document(s) Reviewed for ADA compliance (required if for agenda posting) 

 ☐   ☐ City Attorney Reviewed/Approval 
☐   ☐ Risk Management Review 
☐   ☐ Finance Department Review/Approval 

Funds Availability (account number):  
 
CC:  



 

Barstool Open Narrative 

The Venice Barstool Open is an event created to bring economic impact to Downtown Venice 
during the off-season.  Not only did it benefit a non-profit (VMS), but it brought a substantial 
economic impact to the downtown restaurants and bars in a very slow season.  The event 
includes 400 “golfers” who putt their way through the “course”.  It is a fun event for those 21 
and over, to 9 of our downtown businesses.  It was well-received when it started, and was asked 
to be brought back.  For a few years it was run by Venice MainStreet, and then given to Venice 
Nokomis Rotary Club.  Nick Sperry (then VMS) is now a club member of Venice Nokomis Rotary 
and created the event.  The restaurants and Venice Nokomis Rotary have requested that it be 
brought back to our downtown.  It takes place within restaurants and bars, or within their 
permitted café spaces, so there isn’t a city space that needs to be permitted and rented.  There 
is a request for a few additional officers to increase the police presence.  This is a “pub crawl” as 
the attendees go from establishment to establishment.  Each business builds and creates a putt-
putt hole, and attendees go from hole to hole.  Between extra staff and volunteers we ensure no 
open container, and it was an incident-free event in the past.  We plan for it to remain incident 
free, and a fun event for the community.   The request would be that it take place on August 22, 
2026 or August 28, 2026.   



 

Barstool Open Timeline:  

Friday August 21:  

5:00 – 8:00 PM  Packet Pickup at one of the sponsors locations with Live Radio 
Remote – (Daiquiri Deck, Café Venice or Made in Italy) the packet will contain 
scorecards that have the hole number on it & the Map of holes 1-9  

Saturday  August 22:  

7:00-10:00 AM - Restaurants and Bars prepare for the day with their putt-putt 
holes  

10:00 AM – Starters (volunteers) head to their post (hole that they are assigned to 
keep the groups moving along)  

10:30 AM – Nick (DDI) has a debrief with VPD to let them know the route  

11:00 AM – Shotgun Start whistles blow and the event begins 

11:00 AM – 3: 00 PM – Nick and team navigate the course for prizes and does 
safety checks throughout the event 

3:00 PM – Score Cards are collected and trophies are given at the lead sponsors 
establishment.  (Made In Italy in the past) After Party was there, Nick will notify 
VPD where the after party will be held, so they can have a focus of the 
concentration of people 

3:00 – 5:00 PM After Party and Event End 
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