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April 27, 2016

Billy Hattaway, P.E.

District One Secretary

Florida Department of Transportation
Post Office Box 1249

Bartow, Florida 33831-1249

RE:  Sarasota/Manatee MPO 2016 Adopted Project Priorities
Dear Secretary Hattaway:

Please find attached the 2016 project priorities of the
Sarasota/Manatee MPO regarding its Major Improvement, Congestion
Management (CMS), US 41 Multimodal Emphasis Corridor
(MMEC), Advanced Traffic Management Systems (ATMS), and
Transportation Alternatives (TAP) Programs. These priority lists
were adopted by the MPO Board on April 25, 2016. Following are
some comments, directions and requests based upon the Board’s
discussions and decisions.

1) Major Improvement Projects:

a. Island Mobility Study: The MPO appreciates the
funding match from FDOT for this project, and seeks
funding for this project in the earliest possible year of
the work program.

b. 15" St East (Old US 301 Boulevard) in Manatee
County: This project is shown in phases as requested
by Manatee County in coordination with FDOT. Each
of the three phases of this project should be funded
through construction before the next highest MPO
Major Improvement priority receives funding for a
new phase. This project is located on a freight corridor
and might be eligible for freight funding.

¢. River Road Regional Interstate Connector in
Sarasota County: This project is shown in phases as
requested by Sarasota County. This project is located
on a freight corridor and might be eligible for freight
funding.

Regional Transportation Planning for the Sarasota-Bradenton Urbanized Area
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2) Congestion Management System (CMS) Priorities: CMS dollars are intended to
expedite design and construction of identified, limited size improvements to relieve
day to day congestion. Costs greater than $1 million or any cost over the amount
budgeted in the MPO’s 5 Year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) are the
responsibility of the requesting jurisdiction; total project cost may not exceed $2
million.

3) US 41 Multi-Modal Emphasis Corridor (MMEC) Priorities: This program was
adopted by the MPO in its 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). The newly
adopted 2040 LRTP allocated $3 million per year in the Manatee County area and $3
million per year in the Sarasota County area to be spent on MMEC projects. We
respectfully request that you review the projects on this list for the consideration of
state road funding.

4) Advanced Traffic Management System (ATMS) Priorities: This program was adopted
by the MPO in its 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). The adopted 2040
LRTP allocated $1 million per year in the Manatee County area and $1 million per
year in the Sarasota County area to be spent on ATMS projects.

5) Transportation Alternative Project (TAP) Priorities: We continue to receive more
applications for this program every year, and we respectfully request that you review
the projects on this list for the potential consideration of safety funds.

6) SUN Trail Priorities: New this year, the Sarasota/Manatee MPO Board has prioritized
the Southwest Coastal Regional Trail for SUN Trail funding (segments and cost
estimates to be determined).

We appreciate the Department’s consideration, collaboration and implementation of these
important priorities for the Sarasota/Manatee MPO area.

Sincerely, ;
/ 4052 MM-MZZ{%?E&{/
David Hutchinson

Executive Director

DH:CM:rm
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