
 
 

 
 

Project Lifesaver®  

Active Membership 

  Operational Agreement and Standards 

Project Lifesaver Standard: The only reason an agency should 
join Project Lifesaver is to utilize this program to help your community, the 
people in that community, and others that have the tendency to wander.  
This program was created with two goals in mind – to streamline search and 
rescue procedures and to help save lives.  This program will only succeed if 
the agency being trained accepts ownership in this program and encourages 
community participation, as well as works with their local media to actively 
promote the program to the public.  Remember, you must be hands on and 
know the program will not run itself once you have completed your training.  
You must be dedicated to helping those in your community and want to be 
an active participant in this program  
 
 
1. Must be a recognized public safety organization, i.e.:  police, 

sheriff, fire, search and rescue, VA Hospital, nursing home or 
assisted facility that is part of/sponsored by a public safety 
organization.  Agency must appoint a “Program Administrator” to 
supervise the program. 

           
2. Agency or Organization Program must utilize title – Project 

Lifesaver, in the program name. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Page 1 of 6 



 

3. All personnel participating in the program as a responder must 
successfully complete operator training and be certified as an 
Electronic Search Specialist by a Project Lifesaver Instructor.  Re-
certification must be accomplished once every two years. 

4. Personnel not trained or certified as Project Lifesaver Electronic 
Search Specialists are not to be allowed to operate any equipment 
in an actual missing persons search. 

  
5. All electronic equipment and program components must be 

purchased or obtained from Project Lifesaver International.   
 
6. All Project Lifesaver insignia, patches, decals and other 

identification logos or insignia must be obtained from Project 
Lifesaver Headquarters. 

 
7. The Project Lifesaver Logo is a registered trademark as is the 

Project Lifesaver name.  Based on this, agencies must submit a 
copy of brochures or printed matter containing these items to 
Project Lifesaver Headquarters for accuracy screening. 

 
 
8. Personnel trained in Project Lifesaver techniques and protocols may 

not utilize such training knowledge to instruct anyone, unless 
certified as an instructor and as authorized by PLI Headquarters. 

 
9. Instructors are only permitted to train personnel in their 

organization unless specifically designated as a “National 
Instructor” or “State Coordinator”. 

  
10. Agency Instructor certification is valid only for the Project Lifesaver 

Program and equipment and not for any other similar type of 
equipment or other business. 

 
11. After action reports must be entered in the portal so that the 

information is relayed in a timely manner to Project Lifesaver 
International Headquarters. 

 
12. Participating organizations agree to assist neighboring Project 

Lifesaver organizations upon request, if manpower is available. 
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13.  Project Lifesaver is copyrighted, thus participating organizations 

must display the Project Lifesaver Logo, as prescribed. 
 
14. An Agency may have the right to drop from the program, after 1 

year, end its own program and terminate this Active Membership 
Operation Agreement and Standards without cause by giving forty -
five (45) days prior written notice of intention to terminate 
specifying the date of termination. Project Lifesaver program shall 
not be run concurrently with any other for-profit or non-profit 
similar program. In the event of Project Lifesaver termination, we 
will not be responsible for the use of equipment obtained from 
Project Lifesaver in a similar program, nor shall the use of training 
materials or procedures from Project Lifesaver be used in such 
program. 

 
15. Project Lifesaver certifications and guidelines cover the Project 

Lifesaver Program and Equipment only.  The Program has been 
carefully formed and the equipment has been thoroughly tested to 
provide only the best to our member agencies.  For this reason, if 
any other organization or company places a non-Project Lifesaver 
transmitter or supplies you with any other non-Project Lifesaver 
equipment for use in your jurisdiction, your decision to search for 
any person wearing/ using a non-Project Lifesaver transmitter or 
your organization searches using any other non-Project Lifesaver 
equipment, you do so at your own risk.  Project Lifesaver is not 
responsible or liable for any search or action in which non-Project 
Lifesaver equipment  is utilized.   

 
16. All training and search procedures, materials, techniques, and 

certifications are copyrighted through Project Lifesaver 
International. 

   
17. Agencies in violation of these operating procedures and guidelines 

are subject to decertification removal from the Project Lifesaver 
program. 

 
 
18. New agency training is intended for joining member agency and 

personnel only. Any additional agency attending a training class 
must have submitted a separate letter of intent, a signed 
operational agreement and have obtained prior approval from 
Project Lifesaver International to attend said training. These 
additional agencies must have already paid the initial start-up 
costs. 
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19. An Agency starting Project Lifesaver will be responsible for the 

initial start-up cost for a new agency as well as travel expenses for 
the instructor’s lodging, meals, transportation, fuel, fares, tolls 
etc. The agency will receive, in addition to items listed in sections 
21 and 22, two emergency response packages.  Each package 
consists of 1 receiver w attached antenna and carry case, 1 VDC 
Power Cable, 1 Headset, 1 Omni Antenna, 1 VHF Transmitter, 6 
Batteries, 6 Bands, and 1 Battery Tester.  

 
20. Umbrella and associate members: 
 
  Any agency wishing to form a group and act as the umbrella 

organization may do so under the following conditions: 
 
a) An agency may join as an associate member working underneath 

another agency that is joining as a full member.  The agency must 
submit the required letter of intent, signed operational agreement 
and a payment of $500 (associate member fee). If this associate 
member agency desires to upgrade to full member status, it must 
pay the remaining part of the membership model and training fees 
and execute new membership documents. 

 
b) An agency may only join under the associate member classification 

at the time the full member agency is joining Project Lifesaver and 
before the training is to take place.  Associate member agencies 
must be located in the same jurisdiction of the full member agency 
only.  Restrictions apply for Associate Members and prior approval 
from Project Lifesaver must be obtained.     

 
c) Associate members may not possess equipment but, may be 

certified to operate any equipment belonging to the full member 
agency. If at any time, the associate member agency comes into 
proprietary possession of equipment, for its own use, allowing the 
agency to function as a full member agency, it will then be 
considered a full member.  If this occurs, an invoice will be 
generated for the balance of the full member membership costs. 

 
d) No one attending a training class that has not adhered to the above 

conditions nor has prior approval from Project Lifesaver 
International Headquarters will receive certification. 
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21. Agency will receive a two-day training course for up to 7 officers 

covering Alzheimer’s, Autism, Down syndrome, and other related 
disorders.  Also provided is orientation into understanding 
characteristics, wander behavior motivations, search techniques, 
complete background of the Project Lifesaver Program as well as 
extensive training utilizing the PLI Portal.  Successful attendees 
will be certified as Electronic Search Specialists.  Agency will also 
receive a one-day Instructor Course for up to 7 attendees that 
completed the Basic Operator Course.  Instructors will be 
certified to teach within member organization to certify staff or 
re-certify existing staff.  

 
22. Membership includes agency enrollment with the Alzheimer’s 

Foundation of America (AFA), Technical Assistance, Program 
Guidance Advice, up to date information on new items, Annual 
Conference Benefits, Grant Opportunities, Agency Financial 
Services, Operator Certification and Re-certification, and 
eligibility for National Recognition and Awards. As a member of 
Project Lifesaver International (PLI), the AFA membership affords 
your agency all membership rights including the ability to apply 
for grants to support your program. To apply for these grants, 
your agency must be in good standing with PLI, and status will be 
validated prior to awarding any grant funds. 

 Your agency information may also be subject to being published 
on the AFA website unless you decline approval below by checking 
the do not furnish our agency information line. This will not 
affect your ability to apply for grants; however, the award of any 
grant will allow for the agency information to be published by the 
AFA.  

 
 
 
_______ Agency information may be furnished to the Alzheimer’s 

Foundation of America only to include agency name and contact 
information 

 
_______ Do not furnish our agency information 
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Agency: 
 
  ______________________________________________   _____________________ 
 Signature of Agreement for Agency    Date 
 
 _______________________________________________   
 Name/Title          (Printed)   
 
 _______________________________________________ 
 Agency Name 
 
 _____________________________________  _____________________________________ 
 Agency Address      City, State, Zip 
 
 
 Project Lifesaver International: 
 
 
  ______________________________________________    
 Signature of Agreement for Project Lifesaver    
 
 
 ______________________________________   _______________________________ 
 Name/Title        Date   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Revised: 06.11.21        
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